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Corresponding with the World
Graphic Anthropology and Inscriptive Practice 

Correspondre avec le monde
Anthropologie graphique et pratique inscriptive

Ray Lucas

This paper draws upon my practice of ‘graphic anthropology’ 
where a range of inscriptive practices are used to understand 
the intertwined nature of social life and the built environment.  
The key example will be my studies of Japanese festivals.  Gra-
phic anthropology allows for multiple practices of mark-making 
as research: not a supplement or illustration, but the practice 
of making meaning in the first place.  I am not alone in this, of 
course, and a range of graphic anthropologies are emerging si-
multaneously, drawing on graphic novels, illustration, and other 
inscriptive practices.  Architectural drawings including ortho-
graphic and parallel projection are central to my practice, in 
addition to mapping, notation, and painting.  Each practice ex-
plores the social context and material culture of the festival, 
opening it to interpretation and understanding. 

This is framed by the concept of corresponding with the world 
discussed by Ingold in Making:

To correspond with the world through drawing, the-
refore, is to practise not ethnography but graphic 
anthropology or, to coin a term, anthropography.  
(Ingold, 2013:129).

Ingold’s choice of correspondence implies that the practice en-
ters into a dialogue with the phenomenon it is describing, and 
this is the case with long-established methods such as ethno-
graphy.  The process of graphic anthropology is one of seeking 
understanding through the practice of drawing and notating: 
a Laban movement notation allows the researcher to investi-
gate the movement of bodies in great detail, the axonometric 
drawing is a study of form and materiality, cross-sections des-
cribe volumes whilst plans are a matrix of spatial relationships.

INTRODUCTORY CONFERENCE
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One might add that by not drawing, research is lacking so-
mething vital in its understanding of the world.

AUTEUR(S) / AUTHOR(S)

Ray Lucas has a PhD in Social Anthropology proposing A Theory of 
Notation as a Thinking Tool and an MPhil with the thesis Filmic Ar-
chitecture.  He is Reader in Architecture and International Lead at 
Manchester School of Architecture (MSA), and has held a range of 
positions at the Manchester Metropolitan University and University 
of Manchester including a three year term as head of department 
between 2015 and 2018 and as Head of Humanities, working across 
the BA and Masters programmes of one of the largest architecture 
schools in the UK and setting the agenda for our programme of ar-
chitectural history, theory and pioneering delivery of architectural 
social sciences.  At MSA, Lucas has delivered a range of units inclu-
ding Thinking Through Drawing, Anthropology of Home, Inscribing 
the City, and Filmic Architecture. 

Lucas is Author of Research Methods for Architecture (Laurence King, 
2016); Drawing Parallels: Knowledge Production in Axonometric, Iso-
metric, and Oblique Drawings (Routledge, 2019); and Anthropology 
for Architects: Social Relations and the Built Environment (Blooms-
bury, 2020).  These works establish a continuing research interest 
in anthropological aspects of architecture.  Lucas is also co-editor 
of the volume Architecture, Festivals and the City (Routledge, 2018).

His current project is a new monograph on the architecture of Ja-
panese festivals for Bloomsbury.
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Engraved:  A linocut, the positive image of its negative counterpart. On the printed surface 
deep cuts can no longer be distinguished from shallower ones. Different layers of colours 
overlap their impression fading with every new print made. A process of material experimen-
tation and manipulation, imbued with personal meaning. A spatial narrative of slowly coming 
to terms with multiple experiences of loss, ultimately translated onto paper. Lino print on A1 
format. Anonymous student participating within design studio ‘An()other Goodbye’ (2022).
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Forays into Drawing
The (Auto)Ethnographic Attitude in 
Architectural Research

Incursions dans le dessin 
L’attitude (auto)ethnographique dans la recherche 
architecturale

Eva Demuynck, Enrico Miglietta, Liselotte Vroman

The paper delves into the profound significance of drawing as a 
fundamental activity for contributing to knowledge production 
in architectural research. To this end, it presents and juxtaposes 
three distinct research projects affiliated to Research Group 
‘The Drawing and The Space’, each introducing different drawing 
practices to gain valuable insights into various facets of archi-
tectural design. With this multifocal perspective, the paper aims 
to provoke a reflection on the fil rouge that interweaves these 
practices, often characterized by an (auto)ethnographic atti-
tude. In essence, it offers a dual perspective on research through 
drawing, exploring and illustrating how looking ‘introspectively’ 
can ultimately lead to substantial knowledge contributions 
within the field of design-driven research, fostering an ‘extros-
pective’ outlook that benefits the architectural discipline as a 
whole.

Keywords : design processes, agency of drawing(s); design-driven 
research personal perspectives; research through drawing
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AUTEUR(S) / AUTHOR(S)

Liselotte Vroman is an architect and postdoctoral researcher at the 
KU Leuven Department of Architecture and is associated with the 
Research Group ‘The Drawing and The Space’. In 2021 she completed 
her interdisciplinary PhD project entitled ‘Make Room for Play; Ques-
tioning the Role of the Moving Body between Thinking and Making’. 
Currently, she teaches various practical courses and interdisciplinary 
workshops focusing on the interrelation between spaces and the 
sensual body. In her current research, she is addressing the role 
of (urban) design in understanding people’s behaviour, in particular 
their physical activity and its impact on their overall health and well-
being.

Eva Demuynck is an architect and PhD researcher, fascinated by 
how the built environment relates to the intangible dimension of 
space, constructed by people’s imagination, memories, etc. Asso-
ciated with the Research Group ‘The Drawing and The Space’ (KU 
Leuven, Belgium), she is currently working on her PhD project ‘The 
Embodiment of Consolation: unlocking the interaction between 
mourning, drawing and space’ funded by the FWO (Research Foun-
dation – Flanders). With her research, she aims to develop a more 
empathic, human-centred approach to Architecture by revealing 
how (re)designing space through drawing can improve the mental 
well-being of someone in mourning.

Enrico Miglietta is an architect and PhD researcher at Politecnico di 
Milano and KU Leuven (Joint PhD Programme) where he is a research 
associate of the Group ‘The Drawing and the Space’. His research 
mainly focuses on the role of the joint as a primary particle for the 
construction of architectural corporeality, Design Driven research at-
titudes and the relations between techné and poiesis. Alongside his 
professional activity, since 2016 he has been tutoring several design 
studios and international workshops, focusing his interest on the 
preservation and regeneration of the cultural heritage of the Euro-
pean city.

They all are associates of the Group ‘The Drawing and the Space’.
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Modèles d’interfaces de mobilité. M. Mercuriali, Concevoir à grande èchelle. Modèles d’in-
terfaces de mobilité et stratégies de transfromation urbaine, Thèse de doctorat, Laboratoire 
d’Architecture et de Mobilité urbaine, EPFL, 2015
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Figurer la pensée
La recherche architecturale comme dess(e)in

Figuring thought 
Architectural research as a drawing

Andreea Grigorovschi, Mathieu Mercuriali

Cet article propose de questionner le dessin, outil largement 
reconnu de la conception architecturale, urbaine et paysa-
gère, comme forme de figuration de la pensée constructrice 
de monde, ou autrement dit, comme méthode de production 
de connaissances. Notre présentation s’engage dans ce sens 
à réfléchir aux opérations que le dessin induit dans la pen-
sée de l’architecte-urbaniste chercheur, et la valeur singulière 
qu’il peut avoir en soi, par-delà de la simple illustration d’une 
réflexion écrite, pour lier recherche et projet. Nous nous fo-
caliserons principalement sur des représentations graphiques 
qui contiennent un certain degré d’abstraction et d’interpréta-
tion critique. Nous chercherons ainsi à comprendre, d’une part, 
comment ces dessins figurent, transfigurent ou refigurent un 
champ de connaissances déjà établi, voire même les réalités 
spatiales. Quelles formes de connaissance et modes de trans-
formation de la pensée et de l’espace, engagent-ils?

This article looks at drawing, a widely recognised tool in architec-
tural, urban and landscape design, as a form of representation of 
world-building thought, or in other words, as a method of produ-
cing knowledge. In this respect, our presentation will reflect on the 
operations that drawing induces in the thinking of the architect-ur-
ban planner-researcher, and the singular value that it can have in 
itself, over and above the simple illustration of a written reflec-
tion, in linking research and project. We will be focusing mainly 
on graphic representations which contain a certain degree of criti-
cal abstraction and interpretation. We will seek to understand how 
these drawings represent, transfigure, or refigure an already es-
tablished field of knowledge and even spatial reality. What forms 
of knowledge and what modes of transformation of thought and 
space, do they involve?
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Mots clés: Urbanisme, architecture, conception spatiale, dessin, re-
cherche par le projet / Keywords: Urbanism, architecture, spatial 
design, drawing, research by design
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d'un doctorat en architecture et aménagement du territoire de 
l'Université de Strasbourg. Ses recherches portent sur les théories 
du projet et les méthodes de planification et de conception archi-
tecturale/urbaine/paysagère/territoriale, en se concentrant sur la 
relation entre l'infrastructure et l'environnement en tant que vec-
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Mathieu Mercuriali est architecte DPLG, urbaniste et docteur en 
architecture (EPF de Lausanne). Il pratique son métier en tant que 
professeur titulaire à l’ENSA de Strasbourg, chercheur dans les 
laboratoires LIAT et AMUP et architecte indépendant. Il réalise et 
étudie des projets qui redessinent la frontière entre l’architecture 
et le vivant. Il est notamment l’auteur de Concevoir à grande échelle 
(B42, 2018).

Andreea Grigorovschi is an architect urbanist, Associate Professor 
at Strasbourg National School of Architecture (ENSA Strasbourg), 
France, in the “Architecture, City and Territory” Department, and a 
researcher at AMUP research unit. She holds a PhD in Urban Archi-
tecture from the University of Strasbourg. Her research examines 
projects, theories and design methods at the crossroads of archi-
tecture, urbanism, landscape and territorial planning, focusing on 
the relationship between infrastructure and spatial environment as 
a vector of ecological transition. 



Session 1 - Dessiner pour connaître 21

Mathieu Mercuriali is architect, urban planner and doctor of ar-
chitecture (EPF Lausanne). He is a full professor at the School of 
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2018).
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Design Earth (2016). Pacific Aquarium. Oslo Architecture Triennale, After Belonging, 2016. 
Project Team: El Hadi Jazairy + Rania Ghosn. Reid Fellenbaum, Ya Suo, Jia Weng, Shuya Xu, 
Saswati Das, with initial contributions from Rixt Woudstra. 60 x 60cm drawing.
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Le dessin comme enquête visuelle
Carole Lévesque, Theo Deutinger, Design Earth

Drawing as visual investigations
Carole Lévesque, Theo Deutinger, Design Earth

Eric Le Coguiec

L’article analyse les dessins Carole Lévesque (Canada) de Theo 
Deutinger (Pays-Bas) et de Design Earth (États-Unis) et de Theo 
Deutinger (Pays-Bas). Bien qu’adoptant des régimes visuels 
distincts, ces dessins portent un regard critique à l’égard du 
progrès et de l’évolution, de notre environnement construit et 
de nos pratiques architecturales modelés par notre moderni-
té  : exploitation des ressources naturelles, séparation entre 
les humains d’une part, les non-humains de l’autre, dimension 
normative et genrée de la discipline de l’architecture, assujettis-
sement des corps. Ces dessins pointent les failles de la pensée 
rationaliste moderne et fabriquent de nouveaux récits visuels 
qui déstabilisent les catégories binaires. Ceux-ci représentent 
des approches novatrices d’enquêtes visuelles, lesquelles dy-
namisent la recherche en architecture.

This article analyzes the drawings Carole Lévesque (Canada) by 
Theo Deutinger (Netherlands) and Design Earth (USA) by Theo Deu-
tinger (Netherlands). Although adopting distinct visual regimes, 
these drawings take a critical look at progress and evolution, our 
built environment and architectural practices shaped by our moder-
nity: exploitation of natural resources, separation between humans 
on the one hand and non-humans on the other, the normative and 
gendered dimension of the discipline of architecture, the subjugation 
of bodies. These drawings point up the flaws in modern rationalist 
thinking and create new visual narratives that destabilize binary 
categories. They represent innovative approaches to visual inquiry, 
which are energizing architectural research.

Mots clés: Essai visuel, anthropocène, le dessin comme méthode 
de recherche / Keywords: Visual essay, Anthopocene, Drawing as a 
Research Method
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Haus Schminke, formally irregular organization of the spaces around the kitchen - drawing by 
the author, 2023.
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The épistémè of the plan 
L'épistémè du plan 

Wouter Hilhorst

Session 2 - Le dessin d'architecture comme terrain d'étude

This paper explores what interpretative graphical transfor-
mations of architectural plans could bring the configurational 
aspects to the surface which reflect their underlying thinking, 
sets of spatial rules, or épistémè. Methods that are discussed are 
simple figure-ground plans, and justified graphs of the analyti-
cal tool of Space Syntax. The method proposed is a speculative 
variant of Feynman-diagrams – the diagrams representing the 
quantum-physical interactions between elementary particles – 
translated to configurational interactions between the spaces 
as represented in architectural plans.

Keywords: Spatial configuration, floorplans, épistèmé, Feynman 
diagram



Chercher Hors des Mots / Researching Beyond Words32

AUTEUR(S) / AUTHOR(S)

Wouter Hilhorst is architect in Rotterdam, the Netherlands and 
teaches at Eindhoven University of Technology and ArtEZ University 
of the Arts. After graduating from Delft University of Technology in 
2000, he worked for ten years for several architectural firms, and 
lectured at Delft University of Technology and the Rotterdamse 
Academie van Bouwkunst. He is pursuing a PhD on the spatial 
configuration of residential floorplans and published in books and 
journals, among which OASE Journal and the Review of Architecture 
and Building Science of the Architectural Institute of Korea.



33Session 2 - Le dessin d'architecture comme terrain d'étude

BIBLIOGRAPHIE / BIBLIOGRAPHY

Colquhoun, A. (2009). The Beaux-Arts Plan: Viollet-le-Duc’s Transformation 
of the Parisian Hôtel Particulier. (Original work published in 1978). Col-
lected Essays in Architectural Criticism. Black Dog Publishing.

Evans, R. (1997). Figures, Doors and Passages. (Original work published in 
1978). Translations from Drawing to Building and Other Essays (1997). 
Architectural Association.

Feynman, R.P. (2006). QED : The Strange Theory of Light and Matter. Prince-
ton University Press (Original work published 1985).

Forty, A. (2004). Words and buildings. Thames & Hudson.

Foucault, M. (1966). Les mots et les choses. Une archéologie des sciences 
humaines. Gallimard. 

Hillier, B. & Hanson, J. (1984). The Social Logic of Space. Cambridge Univer-
sity Press.

Hillier, B. (1996). Space is the machine. A configurational theory of architec-
ture. Cambridge University Press.

Kemp, W. (2009). Architektur analysieren. Eine Einführung in acht Kapiteln. 
Schirmer/Mosel.

Lefebre, H. (2000). La production de l’espace (4th edition). Anthropos. (Ori-
ginal work published 1974).

Risselada, M. & Van Gameren, D. (Eds.). (1991). Plannenmap ‘Het ontwerp 
van het grote woonhuis’. Publikatiebureau Bouwkunde, TU Delft.

Watkin, D. (2001). De Westerse Architectuur. Een geschiedenis. SUN. (Trans-
lation of A History of Western Architecture, Laurence King Publishing, 
1986/2000).

The Works in Architecture of Robert and James Adam, Esquires, Volume II 
(1779). London.



Chercher Hors des Mots / Researching Beyond Words34

Screenshot redessiné manuellement – T/E/S/S, Setec Bâtiment
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Le générateur primaire comme 
dessin médiateur
The primary generator as mediator design 

Claire Miege

Le sujet de l'article consiste en la déclinaison, dans un pre-
mier temps, de la notion de dessin médiateur en architecture, 
avec le développement de ses formes, différentes et variées. 
Puis, la question de l’articulation des différents corps de mé-
tiers en architecture, autour de ces dessins médiateurs, est 
abordée. L’article aboutit à la mobilisation de ce travail dans 
le cadre de notre doctorat, qui réexpérimente le modèle de 
processus de conception « générateur-conjecture-analyse » de 
Darke : comment les dessins médiateurs se déclinent à travers 
la conjecture (première image mentale) ?

This article begins by examining the concept of the mediator design 
in architecture, developing its different and varied forms. It then 
looks at how the various architectural trades work together around 
these mediating drawings. The article ends with the mobilisation of 
this work in the context of our doctorate, which is re-experimenting 
Darke's 'generator-conjecture-analysis' model of the design process 
: how are mediating drawings expressed through conjecture (the 
first mental image) ?

Mots clés: Dessin, médiateur, narration, conjecture, archiecture/ 
Keywords: Drawing, mediation, narration, conjecture, architecture
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En quête d’une recherche-récit
Le dessin comme espace d’émergence d’une 
architecture de la collaboration

In search of a story-research
Drawing as a place for the emergence of collaborative 
architecture

Antoine Apruzzese

L’article se veut une exploration par le dessin des modalités 
communes des expériences architecturales mettant en jeu 
des méthodes participatives, performatives, collaboratives, 
évolutives… La dimension expérientielle de ces pratiques d’ar-
chitectes incarnée dans la formation de processus et dans la 
collaboration entre humains et avec le vivant met en jeu la 
question de l’observation par le chercheur de « phénomènes 
», qui à travers le dessin peuvent être mobilisés, interrogés, 
juxtaposés, combinés et transposés dans d’autres contextes. 
La mise en relation de ces phénomènes dans l’espace du des-
sin permet la création de « mondes intérieurs », et interroge la 
constitution de « collectifs » tels que définis par Bruno Latour, 
des productions nature-culture intégrant humains et non-hu-
mains. 

The article aims to explore through drawing the common modalities 
of architectural experiences involving participatory, performative, 
collaborative and evolving methods. The experiential dimension of 
these architectural practices, embodied in the formation of pro-
cesses and collaboration between humans and with the living, 
raises questions about the researcher’s observation of “phenome-
na”, which through drawing can be mobilized, studied, juxtaposed, 
combined and transposed into other contexts. The connection of 
these phenomena within the space of drawing allows for the crea-
tion of “inner worlds” and questions the constitution of “collectives” 
as defined by Bruno Latour, nature-culture productions integrating 
humans and non-humans.
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parce qu'il y a matière vivante, élan vital qui agit. 

Coupe et plan de l’installation. Image extraite de la première étude de faisabilité. Michel Boni 
en collaboration avec Ove Arup & Partners, 1999.
In Boni Michele, L’architecture de la bulle d’air, Dijon, 2019.
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Traces d'air
portraits aérauliques d'architecture

Traces of air
aeraulic portraits of architecture

Eugénie Floret

Air, espace, ambiance, milieu encerclant et encerclé en archi-
tecture, aujourd’hui régulé, traité, recyclé, par un ensemble de 
techniques, machines, moteurs, devenus indispensables. Nom-
breux sont les écrits et travaux anciens qui témoignent d’une 
attention à l'air, aux mécanismes qui accompagnent la respira-
tion du bâti, qui lui donnent forme, et qui n'auront de cesse de 
renouveler jusqu'à ce que la machine prenne le relai de l'archi-
tecture pour maintenir ce courant d'air. Ainsi, l'ingénierie prend 
en main l'air, les architectes l'oublient alors. Prenant appui sur 
les préoccupations aériennes issues de l'histoire des arts et 
plus particulièrement de la peinture, cette contribution propose 
d'interroger les traces d'air qui transparaissent des dessins en 
architecture pour approcher une compréhension plus riche des 
entremêlements entre air et architectures. À travers l'air, le 
dessin codé se brouille et entre dans une zone de turbulences 
qui interroge le projet.

Air, space, atmosphere, the environment that surrounds and is sur-
rounded by architecture, is now regulated, treated and recycled by 
a range of techniques, machines and motors that have become 
indispensable. Many early writings and works bear witness to the 
attention paid to air, to the mechanisms that accompany the brea-
thing of buildings, give them form, and construct devices and uses 
that societies will continue to renew until the machine takes over 
from architecture to maintain this air flow. In this way, engineering 
takes control of the air, architects then forget it. Drawing on aerial 
concerns from the history of the arts, and painting in particular, this 
contribution looks at the traces of air in architectural drawings to 
approach a richer understanding of the intertwining between air 
and architecture. Through air, the coded drawing becomes blurred 
and enters a zone of turbulence that questions the project.
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Architectures of Resistance in Auschwitz II-Birkenau.  
Cartography by Víctor Cano-Ciborro, 2021. 
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Narrative cartographies
a sensitive graphic research tool for 
architecture of resistance

Cartographies narratives 
un outil de recherche graphique et sensible pour une 
architecture de résistance

Victor Cano-Ciborro

On April 10th, 1944, Rudolf Vbra and Alfred Wetzler escaped from 
Auschwitz II-Birkenau by smearing their bodies and the hiding 
place—a pile of wooden slats—with chewing tobacco previously 
dried in gasoline. This simple gesture confused the sense of smell 
of more than two hundred dogs, which were trained by the Nazi 
guards to find potential fugitives. This successful escape reveals 
a form of architecture that does not constitute a built object 
but rather arises by operating spatially using smell. That is, an 
invisible and immaterial sensation becomes the protagonist of 
what has been called the architecture of resistance. Now then, 
how can one draw a type of architecture that is not characte-
rized by its forms, but by the development of the sensations and 
affections of the bodies that build it? This research proposes 
narrative cartographies as an operative concept that makes 
visible, claims, and promotes not only the sensitive condition 
of architecture but also the types of architecture that are born 
from its sensitive condition through critical drawings

Keywords: Narrative Cartographies; Architecture of Resistance; Bo-
dies; Sensitive Regime; Auschwitz II-Birkenau. 
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conflicts and resistances in contested territories through the agency 
of non-compliant bodies, has been published in fourteen indexed 
journals, including CITIES, MONU, INVI or ARQ. He is also co-author 
of the book Rebel Bodies Rebel Cities (CEPT Press, 2022).
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Egg machine. Emily White
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Birds in buildings
Industrial agriculture and architectural 
representation

Les oiseaux dans les bâtiments  
Agriculture industrielle et représentation architecturale

Emily White

Session 3 - Révéler l'invisible

This project brings industrial agriculture into dialogue with ar-
chitectural representation by reflecting on the question of how 
to draw a commercial poultry facility. A one million hen egg 
production complex (a typical size in commercial poultry) is a 
complex tangle of infrastructure, equipment, technology, hu-
mans, and animals. It is also the manifestation of the problems 
of monoculture- waste, pollution, and disease. This drawing pro-
ject has two related objectives- first, to argue that the problems 
of industrial agriculture can be understood through drawing 
(in addition to photography or text) and second, to develop a 
drawing language that describes some of the extra-architectu-
ral systems embedded in the built environment.

Keywords: Industrial agriculture, carbon form, orthographic projec-
tion, time, eggs
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AUTEUR(S) / AUTHOR(S)

Emily White is an artist and architect who works with materials ran-
ging from foam to inflatables to sheet metal. She has exhibited 
at the J. Paul Getty Museum, the Museum of Contemporary Art Los 
Angeles, and Materials & Applications and has a permanent project 
installed in the Fort Lauderdale International Airport. She teaches 
design studios in Architecture at Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo. She holds 
an MARCH from the Southern California Institute of Architecture 
(SCI-Arc) and a BA from Barnard College, Columbia University. Her 
current research focuses on representing temporal phenomena in 
architecture.
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Penelope Haralambidou, Cartographies of Female Imagination, Giclée print and gilding in 22 
carat standard gold, on Hahnemühle Bamboo paper, 1016 x 1200mm.
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Redrawing the Female City 
Word and Image in Christine de Pizan’s The 
Book of the City of Ladies 

Redessiner la ville féminine
Mot et image dans Le Livre de la Cité des Dames de 
Christine de Pizan

Penelope Haralambidou

At the centre of Haralambidou’s research lies the conviction 
that architectural representation and the tools of the architect 
– drawings, models, writings and films – constitute an episte-
mology of space that includes, but also expands beyond, the 
construction of the built environment to address spatial culture. 
Her research is practice-led and interdisciplinary, drawing from 
architectural design, art practice, architectural history and theo-
ry, art history and theory, filmmaking, film theory and medieval 
studies. She combines textual analysis and investigation with 
design and employs architectural drawing, model-making and 
digital film as investigatory tools to analyse ideas and work, not 
only in architecture but also in visual representation, the history 
of architectural drawing, the politics of vision, fine art and cine-
ma.

In this talk, Haralambidou will present her recent research pro-
ject ‘City of Ladies’, a design-led and cross-disciplinary study of 
medieval author Christine de Pizan’s text The Book of the City of 
Ladies (1405). In her book, Christine describes the construction 
of an imaginary city, a utopia, built and inhabited by women. 
Conflating the act of building a city by compiling stories of no-
table female figures and erecting a thesis against misogyny, 
her work has been seen as a proto-feminist manifesto. Hara-
lambidou’s research builds upon existing scholarship on the 
relationship between word and image in Christine’s work. It pro-
poses an innovative, design-led analysis of the architectural and 
urban allegory in her text and a redrawing and spatial remodel-
ling of the accompanying illuminations – a series of miniature 
illustrations showing the city in three stages of construction. 

CONFERENCE
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Performing history and theory through design, the research aims 
to establish Christine as the first speculative female architect 
and to project the powerful message of her allegorical city into 
the future.

AUTEUR(S) / AUTHOR(S)

Penelope Haralambidou is Professor of Architecture and Spatial 
Culture and Co-Director of the Cinematic and Videogame Architec-
ture MArch programme at The Bartlett School of Architecture, UCL. 
She is the author of Marcel Duchamp and the Architecture of Desire 
(2013) and has contributed writing on themes such as architectu-
ral representation, allegory, figural theory, stereoscopy and film to 
a wide range of publications. Her practice-led research employs 
drawing, model making and digital film as investigatory tools to 
analyse ideas and work in architecture, art and film and has been 
exhibited internationally. Her solo show ‘City of Ladies’ investigating 
the work of medieval author Christine de Pizan was hosted at Do-
moBaal Gallery in 2020.
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Description par couches, Saint-Jean-de-Boiseau, extrait du matériel de résidence, Virginie 
Pigeon, 2019
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Atlas d'un territoire habité  
Walcourt

Atlas of an inhabited territory  
Walcourt

Virginie Pigeon

À partir d’une recherche sur le potentiel des pratiques carto-
graphiques — médiation entre un terrain et ses habitants —, 
à générer une pensée du paysage,  les éléments présentés ici, 
issus d’expériences pratiques de cartographie en territoires 
situés, décrivent trois étapes constitutives de ces opéra-
tions cartographiques et évoquent le rôle central du dessin 
en leur sein. En augmentant progressivement le curseur de la 
co-construction dans les différentes étapes, cette pratique de 
médiation se renforce en tant qu’outil pour exercer la démo-
cratie et créer un public, dans le sillage de l’approche de John 
Dewey. 

Based on research into the potential of cartographic practices — 
mediation between a terrain and its inhabitants —, to generate 
landscape thinking, the elements presented here, drawn from prac-
tical cartographic experiences in situated territories, describe three 
constituent stages of these cartographic operations and evoke 
the central role of drawing within them. By gradually increasing 
the degree of co-construction in the various stages, this mediation 
practice is strengthened as a tool for exercising democracy and 
creating a public, in the wake of John Dewey's approach.

Mots clés : Paysage, contre-cartographie, médiation, participation, 
enquête / Keywords: Landscape, counter-mapping, mediation, par-
ticipation, inquiry
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Virginie Pigeon est architecte et paysagiste, formée à l’ISA St Luc 
Liège et à l’ENSP Versailles, docteure en urbanisme et art de bâtir. 
Elle enseigne à la faculté d’architecture de l’ULiège dans les ate-
liers de projet, et exerce en tant qu’auteure de projet au sein de 
son agence, Pigeon Ochej Paysage. Elle mène, au sein du labora-
toire URA, des recherches autour des pratiques de co-construction 
d’une pensée du paysage comme commun, à partir des médiations 
cartographiques.

Virginie Pigeon is an architect and landscape designer, with degrees 
from ISA St Luc in Liège and ENSP Versailles, and a doctorate in ur-
ban planning and the art of building. She teaches project workshops 
at the ULiège Faculty of Architecture, and works as a project au-
thor in her landscape agency, Pigeon Ochej Paysage. As part of the 
URA laboratory, she conducts research into the co-construction of 
inhabited landscape as common, thinking through cartographic me-
diation.
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Portrait d’un lieu : Collège Travail Langevin, Bagnolet. Son architecture et ses habitant·es
réalisation 2019, exposition septembre 2020
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En dessinant les sols 
"Architecturations" conviviales des collèges 
Seine Saint-Denis

Designing soils 
Convivial "architecturations" (Rollot) of the secondary 
school

Lucile Cornet Richard

Par la  pratique du dessin, nous proposons et questionnons les 
liens entre le sol des collèges et les pratiques pédagogiques 
expérientielles en Seine Saint Denis. Apprendre et habiter sont 
des processus qui appellent l'expérience de son milieu. Il s'agit 
d’explorer les liens entre ces deux gestes, d’observer la re-
lation - ou collision - entre l’architecture et la pédagogie. La 
construction d’un collège engage techniquement, politiquement 
et physiquement une multitude d’interlocuteurs n’ayant pas la 
même échelle spatio-temporelle d’expertise et de projets. Il 
s’agit de pouvoir inclure les adolescents dans la conception 
du collège dès l’élaboration des diagnostics et cahiers des 
charges, préalables à l’esquisse du projet.  Nous utilisons le 
dessin comme discipline, moments et objets, entre l’adminis-
tration, ses outils et objets techniques et les adolescents qui 
habiteront ces nouveaux collèges. 

Through the practice of drawing, we propose and question the links 
between the soil of the secondary school and experiential peda-
gogical practices in Seine-Saint-Denis. Learning and living are 
processes that require the experience of one's environment. The 
aim is to explore the links between these two gestures, to observe 
the relationship - or collision - between architecture and peda-
gogy. Technically, politically and physically, the construction of a 
secondary school involves a multitude of interlocutors who do not 
have the same spatio-temporal scale of expertise and projects. The 
aim is to include teenagers in the design of the secondary school,  
from the diagnosis to the project.  We use drawing as a discipline, 
moments and objects, between the administration, its technical 
tools and objects, and the teenagers who will live in these new se-

Session 4 - Médiations visuelles et interactions
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condary schools.

Mots clés : Sol, co-habitation, convivialité, climat scolaire, architec-
turation / Keywords: Soil, co-habitation, conviviality, school climate, 
architecturation

AUTEUR(S) / AUTHOR(S)

Lucile Cornet Richard est doctorante et pratique différentes formes 
d'architecture, formée à L’École supérieure des arts appliqués Du-
perré puis à l’Ecole Nationale Supérieure des Arts Décoratifs de 
Paris, en architecture intérieure. Elle entame en 2020 un travail 
de recherche practice-based à l’ENSADLab, laboratoire de l’Ecole 
Nationale Supérieure des Arts Décoratifs de Paris. Dans le cadre 
de son doctorat, Lucile CORNET--RICHARD étudie la manière dont 
l’architecture et le design peuvent questionner le rapport institu-
tion-territoire, au profit d’une pédagogie mésologique et réticulaire, 
et ainsi permettre une plus forte intégration des adolescents et 
adolescentes dans leur milieu de vie et de leur système scolaire. 
Le soin du lieu des savoirs doit conduire à une attention à la convi-
vialité, par la cohésion et l’appropriation de son milieu de vie. Cette 
thèse est intitulée : Adolescence, milieu urbain et architecture 
scolaire : le sol des collèges dans les pratiques pédagogiques” ex-
périentielles en Seine Saint Denis” et est menée en contrat CIFRE 
avec la Direction de l’Education et de la Jeunesse en Seine Saint 
Denis, codirigée par Emmanuel MAHE chercheur HDR en sciences 
humaines et Soline NIVET chercheure HDR en architecture.

Lucile Cornet Richard is a doctoral student and practices diffe-
rent forms of architecture, she studied at the École supérieure des 
arts appliqués Duperré then at the Ecole Nationale Supérieure des 
Arts Décoratifs in Paris, in interior architecture. In 2020, she be-
gan practice-based research work at ENSADLab, a laboratory of the 
Ecole Nationale Supérieure des Arts Décoratifs in Paris. As part of 
her doctorate, Lucile CORNET--RICHARD studies the way in which 
architecture and design can question the institution-territory rela-
tionship, for the benefit of a mesological and reticular pedagogy, 
and thus allow greater integration of adolescents and adolescents 
in their living environment and their school system. Care of the place 
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of knowledge must lead to attention to conviviality, through cohesion 
and appropriation of one's living environment. This thesis is entit-
led: Adolescence, urban environment and school architecture: the 
ground of colleges in “experiential” educational practices in Seine 
Saint Denis” and is carried out under a CIFRE contract with the De-
partment of Education and Youth in Seine Saint Denis, co-directed 
by Emmanuel MAHE HDR researcher in human sciences and Soline 
NIVET HDR researcher in architecture.
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système, série, collection, re-contextualiser pour le projet. Aysegül Cankat
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Dessin/re-dessin 
D'un lieu à l'autre, explorer les possibilités et 
les modalités de transfert

Drawing/re-drawing 
From one place to another, exploring transfer possibilities 
and methods

Aysegül Cankat

Le dessin/re-dessin, outil privilégié de l’architecte, est mobi-
lisé pour produire de la connaissance à partir d’une situation 
précise, souvent localisée. La contribution veut mettre en dis-
cussion les possibilités et les modalités de cette connaissance 
à « voyager » et à devenir matière à projet dans d’autres si-
tuations-contextes. Le transfert culturel tel que théorisé par 
Michel Espagne et les modalités de représentation tels que le 
schéma (par les possibilités d’abstraction qu’il fabrique) et la fi-
gure (par les qualités associatives qu’elle porte) vont constituer 
les éléments clefs de cette mise en discussion. 

Drawing/re-drawing, the architect's preferred tool, is used to pro-
duce knowledge from a precise, often localized, situation. The 
contribution aims to discuss the possibilities and modalities of 
this knowledge to “travel” and to become material for projects in 
different context-situations. Cultural transfer as theorized by Mi-
chel Espagne and modalities of representation such as a schematic 
(through the possibilities of abstraction that it creates) and the fi-
gure (through the associative qualities that it carries) will constitute 
the key elements of this contribution.

Mots clés:  terrain, dessin/re-dessin, transfert, figure/schéma, 
projet d’architecture / Keywords : field, drawing/drawing, transfer, 
figure/sketch, architectural project
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AUTEUR(S) / AUTHOR(S)

Aysegül Cankat est architecte DPLG, a obtenu un doctorat en his-
toire de l’art à l’Université Paris 1-Panthéon Sorbonne et soutenu 
une HDR en géographie et aménagement de l’espace à l’Universi-
té Paris Nanterre. Elle enseigne à l’ENSA de Grenoble en tant que 
professeure et elle est membre de l’Unité de recherche AE&CC 
(Architecture, Environnement et Cultures Constructives). Ses re-
cherches se développent suivant quatre axes majeurs : le projet 
d’architecture comme question au territoire ; les dispositifs archi-
tecturaux liés à l’eau et à sa gestion ; le dessin/re-dessin comme 
outil de recherche et outil de théorisation ; la production spatiale 
sans architecte comme référence et connaissance pour l’architec-
ture. 

Aysegül Cankat is a DPLG architect, obtained a doctorate in art his-
tory at the University of Paris 1-Panthéon Sorbonne and completed 
an HDR in geography and spatial planning at the University of Pa-
ris Nanterre. She teaches at ENSA Grenoble as a professor and is 
a member of the AE&CC Research Unit (Architecture, Environment 
and Constructive Cultures). Her research explores four major axes: 
the architectural project as a question of the territory; architectural 
devices linked to water and its management; drawing/re-drawing 
as a research tool and theorizing tool; informal and vernacular as a 
reference and knowledge for architecture.
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Pop, Lamoureux-Reyes Erika, Virta Ingrid (2020)
Crédit photographique : Pierre-Louis Mabire
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Social machine
les outils conviviaux d'aides à la conception 
pratique

Social machine
user-friendly tools for participatiory design

Claire Petetin

Social Machine est un projet d’enseignement et de recherche 
expérimental, interdisciplinaire et multiscalaire, motivé par la 
vocation de former des architectes et des designers à la pé-
dagogie du projet d’architecture à destination de la société 
civile. Social Machine propose aux étudiants de concevoir des 
protocoles de conception potentiels, qui s'apparentent à des 
représentations malléables et perméables à l'expressions des 
imaginaires de l'ensemble des parties prenantes ou des outils 
d'aide à la conception jouables qui s'appuient sur les formats et 
les règles de l'interactivité ludique, pour inventer de nouvelles 
dynamiques de co-idéation et de socialisation.

Social Machine is an experimental, interdisciplinary and multiscalar 
teaching and research project, motivated by the vocation of training 
architects and designers in the pedagogy of architectural design 
for civil society. Social Machine offers students the opportunity to 
create potential design protocols, which are similar to malleable 
representations, permeable to the imaginations of all those invol-
ved, or playable design tools that draw on the formats and rules 
of playful interactivity to invent new dynamics of co-ideation and 
socialization.

Mots clés: transmission- pédagogie- jeu- collaboration- participa-
tion / Keywords: transmission - teaching - game - collaboration 
- participation
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AUTEUR(S) / AUTHOR(S)

Claire Petetin est architecte D.p.l.g. et docteure en architecture et 
aménagement : « Les technologies tangibles et ludiques appliquées 
à l’apprentissage de la conception et à la conception participative 
» (ED SHS Université Paris-Saclay-, 2020). Elle est titulaire d’un 
mastère 2 spécialisé « Public Space, planning design managment » 
(Ecole polytechnique de Milan, 1993) et d’un post-mastère « Design 
& Technologies interactives » (École Nationale Supérieure de Créa-
tion Industrielle, 1994) . Claire Petetin enseigne à l’École Nationale 
Supérieure d’Architecture de Versailles depuis 2011, et est membre 
du laboratoire LeaV, de l’École Nationale Supérieure d’architecture 
de Versailles depuis 2011. Elle dirige l’enseignement de mastère So-
cial Machine en mastères avec l’architecte Thomas Charil.

Claire Petetin is an architect D.p.l.g. with a doctorate in architecture 
and planning: "Les technologies tangibles et ludiques appliquées 
à l'apprentissage de la conception et à la conception participa-
tive" (ED SHS Université Paris-Saclay-, 2020). She holds a master's 
degree in "Public Space, planning design management" (Milan Po-
lytechnic, 1993) and a post-master's degree in "Design & Interactive 
Technologies" (École Nationale Supérieure de Création Industrielle, 
1994). Claire Petetin has been teaching at the École Nationale Supé-
rieure d'Architecture de Versailles since 2011, and is a member of the 
LeaV laboratory at the École Nationale Supérieure d'Architecture de 
Versailles since 2011. She runs the Social Machine master's program 
with architect Thomas Charil. 



79

BIBLIOGRAPHIE / BIBLIOGRAPHY

Bonner, J. (2016). 06 Best Sandwiches — jenniferbonner.com. jenniferbon-
ner.com. https://jenniferbonner.com/06-Best-Sandwiches

Bonner, J. (2017). 02 The Dollhaus — jenniferbonner.com. jenniferbonner.
com. https://jenniferbonner.com/02-The-Dollhaus

Froebel, F. (1860). Manuel pratique des jardins d’enfants, à l’usage des insti-
tutrices et des mères de famille. Hachette (L.) & Cie Librairie.

Groisser, L. B., Negroponte, N., & Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 
(1973). Computer Aids to Participatory Architecture. Massachusetts Ins-
titute of Technology.

Illich, I. (1973). La Convivialité (0 éd.). Seuil.

Negroponte, N. (1973). The Architecture Machine: Toward a More Human En-
vironment (First Edition). The MIT Press. 

Petetin, C. (2021). Les technologies tangibles et ludiques appliquées à 
l’apprentissage de la conception architecturale et à la conception par-
ticipative [Thèse de doctorat, Université Paris Saclay].

Simondon, G., Hart, J., & Deforge, Y. (2001). Du mode d’existence des objets 
techniques (Philosophie) (French Edition). AUBIER.

Winnicott, D. W. (1971). Jeu et réalité, l’Espace Potentiel (0 éd.). Gallimard 
Education.

Session 4 - Médiations visuelles et interactions





Découvertes haptiques 
et matérialité des 
représentations

Haptic discoveries 
and materiality of 

representations

Ying-Lan Dann, Saskia Schut
Drawing as a web of movements

Christel Marchiaro
Chercher en (re-)maquettes: dess(e)in, objet, méthode

Session 5 Antoine Begel
Moderateur 
Moderator



Chercher Hors des Mots / Researching Beyond Words82

Incomplete Record, drawing by Ying-Lan Dann, 2021. Video still from ‘Remnant gully yellow box 
shadow’, 2021. Artwork by Tributaries, edited by Geoff Robinson. 
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Drawing as a web of movements
Le dessin comme une toile de mouvements

Ying-Lan Dann, Saskia Schut

This paper discusses our milieu-specific drawing process, with 
reference to two drawings produced near simultaneously by 
the authors, an artist-architect and artist-landscape archi-
tect, within a remnant Bushland of Narrm /Melbourne Australia. 
The bushland and escarpment are part of a vast hydrological 
network that has been manipulated through channelization, 
dredging and fragmentation since British settlement. The spatial 
conditions that we have inherited via surveys, urban planning 
and water management systems make it difficult to discern 
waterways and the ecologies and cultures they nourish. While 
drawing, we experienced haptic entanglements with the milieu 
that led us to profound awareness of how British settlement has 
obscured Narrm’s waterways and theirs, and our interconnecte-
dness with deep time and planetary scale. 

Keywords : Milieu-specific, Movement-drawing, Interconnectedness, 
Waterways 
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Itérations pendant la conception et la construction des re-maquettes (modeler/additionner, 
soustraire/sculpter, plier/dissembler), ©ChristelMarchiaro.
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Chercher en (re-)maquettes
Dess(e)in, objet, méthode

Research with (re-)models 
Design, object, method

Christel Marchiaro

Faisons un pas de côté. Pour chercher, le sujet, architecte, 
adopte une approche heuristique pour inventer des méthodes 
spécifiques à son objet, l’architecture, ou pour transposer 
celles empruntées à d’autres disciplines. Dans tous les cas, 
il mobilise ses compétences projectuelles et les représenta-
tions afférentes, qu’elles soient en deux ou trois dimensions, 
analogiques ou numériques. Le projet trouve ses racines dans 
le disegno renaissant, à la fois dessein et dessin. Je retiens 
ici le terme dess(e)in, couplant représentation et intention, 
dans lequel j’englobe dessins et maquettes. Or, depuis le tour-
nant du XXIe siècle, les moyens du dess(e)in architectural, les 
linéaments comme la composition, montrent une forme d’épui-
sement. En parallèle, on assiste à une résurgence du faire et à 
un renouvellement du rapport entre matière et projet. Dans ces 
conditions, comment la maquette en situation de recherche 
produit-elle une connaissance et sur quoi ? J’appuis mon pro-
pos sur ma thèse « en maquettes sur la maquette ». Celle-ci est 
donc objet et méthode. 

Let’s take a step to the side. To search, the subject, architect adopts 
a heuristic approach, inventing specific methods to his object, archi-
tecture, or transposing those borrowed from other disciplines. In all 
cases, he mobilizes his project skills and the associated represen-
tations, whether two- or three-dimensional, analog or digital. The 
project has its roots in the Renaissance disegno, between design 
and drawing. Here, I use the term dess(e)in, combining representa-
tion and intention, including drawings and models. Since the turn 
of the 21st century, hoewever, the means of the architectural dess(e)
in - both lineaments and composition - have been showing signs 
of exhaustion. At the same time, we are witnessing a resurgence 
of making and a renewal of the relationship between material and 
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project. So how does the maquette in a research situation produce 
knowledge, and about what? This paper is based on my doctoral 
dissertation "in maquettes on maquette". It is therefore both object 
and method.

Mots clés: Architecture, projet, modèle, matière, chaine opératoire 
/ Keywords: Architecture, project, model, material, operating chain.
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Cartographie des liens familiaux, d’amitié et d’entraide entre les maisons de la cité ; © C. 
Hutin Architecture ; Source : Howa, 2022.
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Agentivités du dessin  
en habitat critique
Expériences graphiques de conception ouverte 
dans la cité de Beutre

The agency of drawing in critical housing
Graphic experimentations of an open design in Beutre

Marion Howa

En habitats critiques, le dessin peut être mobilisé par les ar-
chitectes et les habitant.es pour son agentivité. Produire de la 
connaissance sur les modes d’habitats invisibilisés, reconnaitre 
l’action et les savoirs des communautés habitantes comme 
dynamique légitime d’occupation et de transformation archi-
tecturale, organiser des processus collaboratifs de conception 
in situ avec toutes les parties prenantes. Autant de possibilités 
générées par une une pratique de la conception ouverte, dési-
gnant de nouvelles opérationnalités d’une architecture avec la 
réalité préexistante dans ses multiplicités, l’incertitude et les 
informalités. Appuyés sur une expérimentation de projet-re-
cherche en immersion dans la cité de Beutre, la contribution 
propose de mieux cerner en quoi la production graphique peut 
contribuer au renouvellement des pratiques des architectes de 
transformation des habitats populaires avec ceux qui y vivent.

In critical contexts of habitations, architects and residents can use 
drawing for its agency. This strategy can give rise to concrete ef-
fects: producing knowledge on minor architecture, recognizing the 
action of the inhabitants as a legitimate in the architectural trans-
formation processes, organizing design with all stakeholders as 
collaborative practice of project. These possibilities can be gene-
rated by a practice of open design, designating new operationalities 
of an architecture with pre-existing reality and its multiplicities, 
uncertainty and informalities. Based on an immersion research pro-
ject experiment in the city of Beutre, the contribution proposes to 
understand how graphic production can contribute to the renewal 
of the practices of architects for transforming popular habitations 
with the communites who live there.
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Planche de comparaison des plans des parcelles étudiées
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Observer et décrire des lieux habités  
Quelques réflexions sur les entrelacements 
entre mots et dessins

Observing and describing inhabited places 
Some thoughts on the interweaving of drawing and writing

François Nowakowski

La description, souvent associée à l’observation est l’un des 
points de départ commun à de nombreuses démarches d’en-
quête scientifique. Portant plus particulièrement sur les clôtures 
dans les quartiers pavillonnaires, l’enquête sur laquelle s’ap-
puie cet article visait à comprendre les interactions entre un 
objet matériel dans un espace, des pratiques, des usages et des 
représentations. Á partir de ce terrain, nous réfléchissons aux 
articulations et complémentarités entre l’espace décrit par les 
mots des habitant·es, et les dessins réalisés par le chercheur. 
Nous nous attachons à saisir comment l’espace mis en mot et 
l’espace mis en dessin permettent d’appréhender la spatialité 
dans les quartiers pavillonnaires. 

Description, often associated with observation, is one of the common 
starting points for many scientific investigations. Focusing in par-
ticular on fences in suburban neighbourhoods, the study on which 
this article is based aimed to understand the interactions between 
a material object in a space, practices, uses and representations. 
Based on this fieldwork, we look at the links and complementarities 
between the space described in the words of the residents and the 
drawings produced by the researcher. Our aim is to understand how 
space expressed in words and space expressed in drawings help us 
to understand spatiality in suburban neighbourhoods.

Mots clés: description, observation, espace pavillonnaire, clôture, 
spatialité / Keywords : description, observation, suburban neighbou-
rhoods, fence, spatiality
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de la production du territoire et à la coproduction des projets avec 
les habitants-usagers-citoyens. 

François Nowakowski, urban planner, architect, doctor in urban 
planning and development, lecturer in Cities and Territories (VT) at 
ENSA Lyon from 2014 to 2021 and since then at ENSA Strasbourg 
and researcher in the AMUP - UR7309 research team. His research 
focuses on changes in the interactions between populations and 
territories brought about by dispersed forms of urbanisation. As a 
member of the Urbitat+ urban planning studio and in his various 
practices, he focuses on the democratisation of territorial produc-
tion and the co-production of projects with residents-users-citizens.
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Croquis montrant la personnalisation du béton brut avec l’ajout d’une peinture. La locataire 
exprimait son désarroi à la découverte du « tout béton » à l’entrée dans le logement, et en 
tant que résidente en logement social, elle a tout de même fait l’effort de réserver un budget 
conséquent pour cette prestation. © M. Ali-Oualla, 2022

Figure 3 (Gauche) - Croquis mettant l’accent sur un des mobiliers de rangements mis à disposition
des locataires, ici fixé au plafond hors des schémas de lisse prédéfini par les architectes, en guise de
« cloison habitée » et exploitée. © M. Ali-Oualla, 2022
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Le logement social évolutif et 
personnalisable 
Une expérience habitante en mots et en 
dessins

Adaptable and customisable social housing   
The inhabiting experience in words and drawings

Myriame Ali-Oualla, Fabien Reix

Cette communication présente la démarche méthodologique 
hybride établie dans le cadre d’une enquête ethnographique 
réalisée en 2022 pour le compte du bailleur social Aquitanis, 
se focalisant sur trois opérations de logement social durable 
et adaptable à Bordeaux. Afin de rendre compte des nuances 
de l’expérience habitante dans ces résidences atypiques, notre 
équipe pluridisciplinaire de sociologues et d’architecte a re-
couru à une variété d’outils de récit, dont le dessin. Nous nous 
concentrerons ici sur les croquis et relevés habités. Effectués 
concomitamment à la réalisation d’entretiens semi-directifs 
et d’observations in situ, ces matériaux ont révélé des quali-
tés analytiques et médiatrices aussi bien dans les interactions 
de terrain qu’au moment de la restitution auprès d’un public 
multiacteurs. Nous évoquerons également comment ce choix 
méthodologique a cadré la collaboration entre enquêteur·ices 
dessinateur·ices et non dessinateur·ices, et a tiré profit de la 
complémentarité des compétences sur et hors du terrain.

This presentation introduces the hybrid methodological approach 
developed as part of an ethnographic investigation conducted in 
2022 for the social housing provider Aquitanis, with a focus on three 
sustainable and adaptable social housing projects in Bordeaux. To 
capture the subtleties of the resident experience in these distinctive 
residences, our interdisciplinary team of sociologists and archi-
tects employed a range of narrative tools, including drawing. In this 
context, we will emphasize sketching and inhabited surveys. Pro-
duced concurrently with interviews, these materials revealed both 
analytical and mediating qualities, both during on-site interactions 
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and when showcasing our study findings to a diverse audience. We 
will also discuss how this methodological choice structured the 
collaboration between drawing and non-drawing investigators, le-
veraging the complementarity of skills in the field and beyond.

Mots clés: logement évolutif ; enquête ethographique ; méthodes 
visuelles ; croquis ; relevé habité / Keywords: adaptable housing; 
Ethnographic survey; Visual methods; Sketches; Inhabited surveys
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à des projets de pédagogie active et de production de connais-
sances. Elle s’intéresse par ailleurs aux questions d’expérience 
habitante, de justice climatique et d’innovation pour un habitat ré-
silient et innovant.

Fabien Reix est maître de conférences associé en Sciences Hu-
maines et Sociales de l’Architecture à l’ENSAP Bordeaux, chercheur 
au laboratoire PAVE et sociologue, Il est aussi cofondateur et co-
rédacteur en chef de la Revue Française des Méthodes Visuelles. 
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ciales des paysages. Il porte un regard tourné vers les jeux d’acteurs 
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Myriame Ali-Oualla is trained as an architect and holds a Ph.D. in 
sociology. She currently works as a multidisciplinary researcher at 
the University of Bordeaux, where she serves as a project manager of 
the «Resilient Housing Living Lab» projects. Her primary role involves 
facilitating the development of experimental housing prototypes to 
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Furthermore, she is deeply engaged in issues related to migrant 
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inhabited experiences, climate justice, and innovation for resilient 
housing.

Fabien Reix is associate lecturer in human and social science of 
architecture at ENSAP Bordeaux, researcher at the PAVE laboratory 
and sociologist. He’s also co-founder and co-editor in chief of the 
Revue Française des Méthodes Visuelles. Specialist in urban socio-
logy and survey methods in human and social sciences, his favourite 
themes are the process of metropolization, urban renewal and so-
cial representations of landscapes. His approach focuses on the 
relationships between actors of the urban and territorial fabric, and 
users and theirs needs.

BIBLIOGRAPHIE / BIBLIOGRAPHY

Arcidiacono, Francesco, et Clotilde Pontecorvo. 2019. « On Materiality: 
Home Spaces and Objects as Expanding Elements of Everyday Ex-
periences ». Forum Qualitative Sozialforschung / Forum: Qualitative 
Social Research 20 (3).

Bah, Thierno, Louis César Ndione, et Alexandre Tiercelin. 2015. Les récits de 
vie en sciences de gestion. Orientations épistémologiques et méthdolo-
giques. EMS Editions. Caen.

Chadoin, Olivier, et Jean-Louis Violeau. 2015. « Architecture et sociologie : 
matériau pour l’analyse d’un croisement disciplinaire ». Revue d’his-
toire des sciences humaines, no 26 (février): 151-72. 

Chauvin, Pierre-Marie, et Fabien Reix. « Sociologies visuelles. Histoire et 
pistes de recherche », L’Année sociologique, vol. 65, no. 1, 2015, pp. 
15-41.

Sophie, Cécile Fiorelli, et Pascale Moity-Maïzi. 2014. « Les récits de vie : 
outils pour la compréhension et catalyseurs pour l’action ». revue ¿ 
Interrogations ? [En ligne], L’approche biographique, , no 17. 

Denise, Hélène, et Manuel Domergue. 2022. « Logement et énergie : lutter 
contre la précarité énergétique et participer à la transition écolo-
gique ». Informations sociales 206 (2): 48-55. 

Flamand, Amélie, Lucie Gallet, et Rémi Laporte. 2020. « La Foncière Chêne-
let : un modèle d’écoconstruction ambitieux pour le logement social, 
au risque de son architecture ». Les Cahiers de la recherche architec-
turale urbaine et paysagère, no 8 (novembre). 

Session 6 - Habiter le dessin



Chercher Hors des Mots / Researching Beyond Words108

Harper, Douglas. 2002. « Talking about pictures: A case for photo elici-
tation », Visual Studies, Volume 17, 2002 - Issue 1: 13-26. https://doi.
org/10.1080/14725860220137345

Hodder, Ian. 2012. « The Interpretation of Documents and Material Culture ». 
In SAGE Biographical Research, édité par John Goodwin, 1:171-88. SAGE 
Publications Ltd

Maresca Sylvain et Michaël Meyer. 2013. Précis de photographie à l’usage 
des sociologues, Rennes, Presses Universitaires de Rennes, Coll. «Di-
dact sociologie»

O’Toole, Paddy, et Prisca Were. 2008. « Observing places: using space and 
material culture in qualitative research ». Qualitative Research 8 (5): 
616-34. https://doi.org/10.1177/1468794108093899.

Raport, Lisa. 2020 « Dessiner l’habitat. Usages des récits visuels comme 
outils de compréhension et de médiation des modèles et pratiques 
d’habiter au Rif », Revue française des méthodes visuelles [En ligne], 4 
| 2020.

Woodward, Sophie. 2015. « Object interviews, material imaginings and 
‘unsettling’ methods: interdisciplinary approaches to understanding 
materials and material culture ». Qualitative Research 16 (4): 359-74. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/1468794115589647.



109Session 6 - Habiter le dessin



Chercher Hors des Mots / Researching Beyond Words110

Judit Ferencz, Thesis, 2022.
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     Reportage drawing as an 
Architectural Research Method for 
the Adaptive Reuse of Buildings
Le dessin d'observation comme méthode de 
recherche architecturale pour la réutilisation 
adaptative des bâtiments

Judit Ferencz

I argue that reportage drawing, a reflexive and social practice 
of observation and visual communication, can be used to draw 
out the temporalities of the demolition and redevelopment of 
buildings that are generally overlooked in the decision-ma-
king processes of architectural heritage listing. My architectural 
case-study, the East London housing estate Robin Hood Gardens 
(1972), was refused heritage listing in 2009 and 2015 and is cur-
rently being demolished as part of a local regeneration scheme. 
The interpretative practices of reportage drawing provided me 
with a more complex understanding of archival material on the 
architects of Robin Hood Gardens, Alison and Peter Smithson’s 
research into the past of the site and their designs for the future 
estate.

Keywords : Reportage drawing, as found, montage, housing
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Experiencing through drawing as a 
research method
L'expérience du dessin comme méthode de 
recherche

Eline Van Leeuwen

This paper evaluates the role of drawing as a research method 
in a study on psychiatric hospital environments. We argue that 
the functions of drawing as established within the field of ar-
chitectural design can be expanded to the field of academic 
research in architecture. Results show that drawing as a method 
of gathering spatial knowledge can help to combine and orga-
nize sources into highly specific spatial points of view. Drawing 
further stimulates bodily engagement of the researcher - incor-
porating a wide range of spatial influences and developing a 
multidimensional atmospheric understanding. Finally, the drawn 
product can facilitate evaluation and collaborative reflection 
by communicating and expressing findings. Hereby it promotes 
iterative refinement of our spatial understanding and has the 
potential to bridge the gap between implicit, embodied and ex-
plicated forms of understanding.

Keywords: Embodied experience, drawing, research method, archi-
tecture, atmosphere
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Carte de l'embouchure de la Maye – rive gauche. Maylis Bataille, 2018
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Le paysage comme hypothèse 
The lanscape as hypothesis

Sabine Ehrmann

Le paysage comme hypothèse. L’intervention discute du cadre 
méthodologique et des visées épistémologiques de la produc-
tion et de l’usage des images dans le cadre de la recherche 
en et de paysage. Je distingue les recherches en paysage qui 
prennent le paysage comme un objet d’étude et engage les 
images comme des moyens d’une  représentation systéma-
tique et partielle des données liées à l'objet de recherche, des 
recherches de paysage qui poursuivent l’ambition d’une présen-
tation composée (non systématique), partiale et affective mais 
justifiée (non arbitraire) du terrain de l'expérience. Le paysage 
est dans ce second cadre une hypothèse de recherche dont 
les images sont l’épreuve ou l’argument. Je considère ensuite 
ces options épistémologiques au regard de recherches icono-
graphiques classiques, des usages stratégiques des images qui 
peuvent être engagés dans le cadre de recherche par le projet, 
et des voies de recherche en arts ou en création stimulées par 
la pratique du projet de paysage.

The landscape as hypothesis. The purpose of this intervention is to 
examine the methodological framework and epistemological ob-
jectives of generating and using images in landscape research. A 
differentiation is made between landscape research and the re-
search of a landscape. Landscape research takes the landscape 
as an object of study and employs pictures to systematically and 
partially represent the collected data associated with the research 
object. The research of a landscape aims to present a composite 
(not systematic), partial and emotional, yet justified (not arbitrary) 
view of the field of experience. In this context, the landscape is a 
research hypothesis, for which images are the test or argument. I 
then consider these epistemological options in relation to classic 
iconographic research, the strategic uses of images that can be 
engaged in the framework of research through the project, and the 
axes of research in the arts or in creation stimulated by the practice 
of the landscape project.
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graphy, visual studies, experiential research, research by design
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Forest Studio, nr. Beinn Eighe, Highlands, Scotland. Kirsty Badenoch 2023
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These landscapes are drawing 
themselves
Ces paysages se dessinent tous seuls
Kirsty Badenoch

A landscape is a living system of interdependency and exchange. 
It exists through the interplay of meteorology and hydrology; 
geology and planetology, ecology and mythology. It is shaped 
by the hands, paws, wings and voices of animal, vegetal, fungal 
and human endeavours.

The idea that humans are masters of the environment is long 
outdated, yet our drawing conventions still conform to notions of 
individual authorship and singular viewpoints that look to esta-
blish a finite, static state. As we creep out of the anthropocene 
and towards the symbiocene, how can we develop more intrin-
sically landscape-led drawing processes? How can we use the 
live act of drawing as a way to physically converse with the 
environment? What drawing methods could help us move away 
from the human-centric and towards collaborative ecological 
participation?

My drawing-based research seeks to converse with the land, 
laying out invitations for the landscape to draw itself. Within 
this talk, I invite you to join  a journey through the islands of 
the Outer Hebrides and the primordial forests of the Scottish 
Highlands, and through the more-than-human drawing conver-
sations I had there.

Keywords : landscape, ecology, collaboration, more-than-human, 
drawing
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